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This, the 1917 Directory of Phi Delta 
Kappa, is presented to the Fraternity 
with the sincere hope that its material 
and method of arrangement may prove to 
be of service as well as of interest. That 
some compilation and presentation of the 
facts regarding the growth of Phi Delta 
Kappa is overdue goes without saying. 
Since the History and Directory of 1912 
with its record of ten chapters and 536 
members, the Fraternity has more than 
doubled its number of chapters and quad- 
rulped its membership. Nine active 
chapters and five alumni chapters have 
been established in the interim and the 
membership has increased to 1656 (ex- 
clusive of the Columbia Chapter roll). 

In spite of the fact that the present 
publication has cost a large amount of 
time and effort on the part of the cor- 
responding secretaries, historians, and 
various other officers of the chapters and 
that the gathering, correction, checking, 
and arrangement of the data represents 
a truly enormous task for the national 
office, the Directory is not presented with- 
out many and serious misgivings. It 
will, without doubt, be found to contain 
many and different sorts of errors and 
omissions. A considerable number of 
these have been discovered and eliminat- 
ed, but the fact that they were present 
and that our records are yet far from 
perfect causes the conviction on the part 
of the Historian that a larger number 



may be found later in the course of de- 
tailed inspection than he would like. 
From the brothers everywhere he must 
crave the indulgence due a reasonably 
sincere attempt to compile a large 
amount of data from sadly inadequate 
records, and to do this, moreover, in a 
rather more pretentious way than it has 
yet been attempted. 

It has been very far from flattering — 
in fact, it has been a cause for positive 
shame — to realize how badly and with 
what utter carelessness most of the 
chapter records dealing with the vital 
matter of membership have been kept. 
When chapters are forced to confess that 
they are entirely unaware of the location 
of considerable numbers of their recent 
members, it is bad enough. But when, 
in addition, they must acknowledge that 
records have been so badly kept that they 
have no information concerning dates of 
initiations, exact names of men or that 
they are even in doubt as to whether cer- 
tain men were or were not members, it is 
a matter for chagrin and consternation. 
The latter sort of situation must be laid 
to previous sets of officers; the former, 
however, is the fault of the present gen- 
eration of chapter members. We can do 
little more than lament the bad condi- 
tions that have existed, but we can surely 
determine that they shall not be dupli- 
cated in the future. The Fraternity can 
be no more than the men who compose 



THE PHI DELTA KAPPAN 



it, and it is imperative that a full and 
immediate realization come about of the 
extreme importance of this matter of in- 
formation concerning our personnel. 

In view of the above, errors in the pres- 
ent compilation may perhaps be rather 
easily understood. It is to be hoped 
that they may reduce to a minimum in 
future directories. If records are accu- 
rately kept and often revised, they will 
be. Every possible attempt must also 
be made to correct errors or omissions 
that exist at present. Chapter officers 
should examine their membership records 
thoroughly. This list will provide a 
means of checking transfers to other 
chapters to some extent. The Historian 
has here been able to fill out some chap- 
ter lists from data furnished by other 
chapters. It is recommended that copies 
of the 1912 Directory be obtained if pos- 
sible and the present lists compared with 
the ones of the former publication. There 
are discrepancies between the two in 
names, order, dates, etc., and it has been 
utterly impossible for the present His- 
torian to ferret these out. 

It is sincerely to be regretted that the 
present Directory lacks in completeness 
and therefore in utility because of the 
unwillingness of one Chapter to co-oper- 
ate in a project of such significance to 
Phi Delta Kappa. Two years' effort has 
been unaviling to induce the Columbia 
Chapter to furnish a list of its members, 
and after a large number of communica- 
tions, the first of which was a request and 
the last a plea, the Historian has been 
forced to offer the Fraternity a list which 
is incomplete. This is the more to be re- 
gretted because of the peculiar nature 
of Teachers College in attracting so 
many men from other universities for 
advanced work and their consequent affili- 
ation with Beta, and also because of the 
fact that so many of the Columbia mem- 
bers are scattered throughout the coun- 
try. A directory, to be truly representa- 
tive, should have the names of these men 
and a record of their work. 

It is believed that the alphabetical and 
geographical lists will justify the added 
labor and extra space which they occu- 
py. They are a feature which the first 
Directory did not possess. The chapter 
and number on each chapter roll of each 
man gives a means of referring to the 



chapter list in each case where full data 
concerning the date of initiation, present 
status and position of members will be 
found. In this way the numbering of 
members proves an expedient which pre- 
vents duplication of information. In the 
chapter lists will be found, in order, the 
full name (where possible to obtain) of 
each man, whether he was initiated as 
an active, associate, or honorary member, 
the date of initiation (when known) and 
the present position. Where a man has 
transferred his membership to another 
chapter than the one into which he was 
first initiated, the fact is indicated by the 
name of the chapter and his number on 
the roll of the second chapter in paren- 
theses. The fact of transfer is indicated 
for the second chapter under the "How 
initiated" column. A star preceding a 
man's name indicates that he is an active 
member of the chapter. In all other 
cases, either associate or honorary mem- 
bership is understood, and the fact of 
honorary membership is indicated under 
the "How initiated" columns, also. 

By the time this Directory reaches the 
members a considerable number of 
changes will have occurred in residence, 
position, etc. Owing to the fact that the 
issue has had to come at the end of the 
year, this has been unavoidable. It ought 
to be possible, after methods of collecting 
information have been perfected, to issue 
such information at the beginning of the 
year so that a greater amount of the 
information may be current. 

The Historian desires here to express 
his keen appreciation of the loyal co- 
operation of the great majority of chap- 
ter officials in the large task of getting 
this information together. Most of these 
men have inherited lamentably incom- 
plete sets of records and most of them 
have striven hard to fill in the gaps and 
furnish as complete data as possible. 
Many have been hampered in this by an 
incomprehensible laxity on the part of 
men in the field to forward personal in- 
formation. 

The Historian pleads that errors of any 
sort in this publication be pointed out to 
him as soon as noticed. He is especially 
anxious that information that is lacking 
be sent to him or to the chapter secre- 
taries (and that the latter forward it to 
the national office) so that the many 
records of unknown positions and ad- 
dresses may be reduced in number. 

Fraternally, 
J. DAVID HOUSER. 



